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American Association  
for

the  History of Nursing 

28th Annual Conference 2011 Preliminary Program 
Pre-Conference Program 

Thursday, September 8, 2011 
Noon–5:00 PM  Registration 

12:30–5:00 PM Pre-Conference Workshop, Smith Hall 
TCU  Making Sense of the Data through Textual Analysis:  Diaries, Photographs, and Quilts  
 Kathleen Hanson, PhD, RN; Barbra Mann Wall, PhD, RN and Amanda Mahoney, MSN, RN; 

and Jane Kucko, PhD, RN 

Recreating the Past with Technology from the Present:  Using technology to digitize history   
Jean C. Whelan, PhD, RN; Mary Gibson, PhD, RN, Sarah White Craig, MSN, RN; Nena 
Patterson, MSN, RN and LaShanda Penn, MSN, RN 

Dinner on your own 

Conference Program 

Friday, September 9, 2011 
9:00 AM–1:30 PM  Registration 
8:30 AM–12:30 PM AAHN Board of Directors Meeting 
10:00 AM–1:00 PM Optional Tour—Amon Carter Museum of American Art—lunch on your own in the 

Arts District 

1:30–2:00 PM Welcome and Opening Remarks 
2:00–3:00 PM Keynote address—Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, PhD 

Two Frontier Healers: How Well-behaved Women Make History  
Dr. Ulrich will compare stories from the diaries of two frontier midwives, Martha 
Moore Ballard, who delivered babies, nursed the sick, and laid out the dead in the 
Kennebec River country of Maine from 1785–1812, and Patty Bartlett Sessions, who 
was born in 1795 not far from Martha Ballard's home, but died in the territory of 
Utah in 1892. Together these two women reveal practices of healthcare that have a 
surprising resonance today. 

3:00–3:30 PM Awards Presentation 
3:30–3:45 PM Break 
3:45–4:45 PM Concurrent Session   (A 1 & 2, B 1 & 2) 
6:00–7:30 PM Reception 
Dinner on your own 

Saturday, September 10, 2011 
8:00–10:00 AM Registration 
8:00–9:00 AM Breakfast with interest groups  
8:00–2:00 PM Silent Auction  
9:00–10:30 AM Plenary Session—Nursing Professionalization: Global Perspectives    
10:30–11:00 AM Posters 
11:00 am.–12:00 PM Concurrent Session (A 3 & 4, B 3 & 4) 
12:00–2:00 PM Doctoral Student Luncheon & Lunch on your own 
2:00–3:00 PM Concurrent Session (A 5 & 6, B 5 & 6) 
3:15–4:15 PM Concurrent Session (A 7 & 8, B 7 & 8) 
4:15–5:00 PM Posters & Pickup of silent auction items  
6:30–7:30 PM Reception 
6:30–9:30 PM Annual Banquet and Live Auction 

Sunday, September 11, 2011 
7:30–8:30 AM Breakfast 
8:30–9:30 AM AAHN General Membership Meeting 
9:30 AM Adjourn 
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Plenary Session 
Saturday, Sept. 10, 9:00–10:30 AM 
Nursing Professionalization: Global Perspectives 

“A thorn in its flesh?” Maud Wiese and the General Nursing Council Claire Chatterton 

“Handicapped by an unfortunate alliance”: threats to the effective development of professional self-
regulation of nursing in Ireland, 1920–1950 

Gerard Fealy 

“Conflicting Christian and scientific nursing concepts”—using the example of West Germany Suzanne Kreutzer 

 
Room A Room B 

Friday, Sept. 9, 3:45–4:45 PM 
Nursing Women at the Frontier 

Friday, Sept. 9, 3:45–4:45 PM 
Innovations and Nursing Education 

1. A Perfect “Cage of ovulating females”: Birth Control and 
the Frontier Nursing Service 
 Ann Cockerham 

1. Becoming a Nurse: The oral histories of the Alexian 
Brothers Hospital School of Nursing  graduates  
 Susan LaRocco 

2. “In the absence of proper medical and surgical skill”: 
Childbirth on the Mormon Trail 
 Emily Evans  

2. Responding the Brown Report: the National Committee for 
the Improvement of Nursing Services, mid-twentieth 
century  
 Sandra Lewenson 

Saturday, Sept. 10, 11:00 AM–12:00 PM 
Rural Strategies: Paternalism, Policy and Labor 

Saturday, Sept. 10, 11:00 AM–12:00 PM 
Exporting Western Nursing 

3. “My chief concern was over the amount of responsibility on 
the nurse”: Migrants and  farm families in the Great 
Depression 
 Arlene Keeling 

3. From mud houses to nurses: Education of an Igbo hospital 
workforce by U.S. missionary Nurses (1965–1967) 
 Martha Highfield 

4. Nursing the Denim King: Proximity Cotton Mills, North 
Carolina 1915–1930 
 Sarah White Craig 

4. Expanding boundaries: the shared history of  Diana “Dee” 
Dick Quill and Hmong nurses  educated during the “secret 
war” in Laos 
 Dian Baker 

Saturday, Sept. 10, 2:00–3:00 PM 
Disasters: Care in the Aftermath 

Saturday, Sept. 10, 2:00–3:00 PM 
Fearless Nursing: Philanthropy, Religion and Infectious 

Diseases 

5. Caring for the Victims of Our Lady of the  Angels School 
Fire 
 Barbara Brodie 

5. Compassionate Care for the Lepers Among Us 
 Rita Chow 

6. A “frantic struggle for life”: The Monongah Mine 
Disaster, December, 1907 
 John Kirchgessner 

6. Two Women from Texas: a comparison of nursing 
experiences in the Memphis yellow fever epidemic of 1878 
 Adrian Melissinos 

Saturday, Sept. 10, 3:15–4:15 PM 
Innovators in Nursing Leadership 

Saturday, Sept. 10, 3:15–4:15 PM 
Itinerant Providers: Strategies in Public Health Nursing 

7. “I’ve always wanted to serve others,” Lilli Johnson as a 
public intellectual 
 Karen Flynn  

7. Town and Country: the History of the American Red Cross 
Public Health Nursing  Service, 1912—1947 
 Sandra Lewenson 

8. Transposing a German Model to London: Florence 
Nightingale at Harley Street 1853–1854 
 Carol Helmstadter 

8. Diabetes, Insulin and Nursing Care in the 1930s 
 Myra Clark 
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